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Worship with us on Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

July 30, 2025

Dear Friends of Second Church,

I’m delighted to share some wonderful news about Rev. Shawn and Ashley
Garan, who continue to thrive at the United Church of Southbury, where
Shawn is the Senior Minister. 

As many of you know, their ties to lower Fairfield County remain strong, and
they have remained active advocates for neurodiverse people and their families
here, taking the lessons they have learned from caring for their son, "Little
Max” as a prompt for ongoing engagement and support. 

In recognition of that advocacy, Shawn and Ashley are being honored by the
Special Education Legal Fund, based in Steeple Commons, with the George
H.W. Bush Disability Advocacy Award. 

You can read more about their work
here: https://e.givesmart.com/events/IxD/page/honorees/

The award will be presented on Saturday, October 18th at SELF’s annual
Homecoming dinner, and I am pleased that Shawn has accepted the Church
Council’s invitation to preach at 2CC on Sunday, October 19th at our 10:30
service. 

I have a lot to say about Shawn and Ashley and what they offered our church
family. I’ll save most of that for my introduction on Sunday, October 19th. But
it’s safe to say that for many of us — and certainly, for me — their tremendous
openness about the joy and challenge of building a life with Little Max (and his
twin sister, Molly) was a window into a whole new world. Everyday activities
could prove so complex. Yet their love for Max and their pleasure in having
him around were obvious, even when it required riding on Shawn’s shoulders
for awhile while he took care of other tasks. 

As Christine Lai, the Executive Director of SELF, said to me the other day,
“When you have a neurodivergent kid, church is one of the first things to
go.” People want to be nice, of course, but not disrupted. Church spaces are
rarely set up effectively, and it can be hard to predict whether any day will be a
good day — or for how long. Caregivers can feel like their family sticks out like
a sore thumb. 

https://www.2cc.org/
http://facebook.com/2ccgreenwich
http://instagram.com/2ccgreenwich
https://e.givesmart.com/events/IxD/page/honorees/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=cd1cfa09-1be6-4105-9c74-e8226c995409


The Garans trusted us to see and love their family as they were, on good days
and not so good ones. In addition, Shawn was able to serve as a pastor with his
own deep humanity on full display. What gifts these were. 

I’m delighted to see them getting recognition for all their work and am proud
to call them friends. 

What a blessing they are. 

See you in church,

Sermons are always
available online: 
2CCSermons

If you can't make it in person, join us
via Livestream for our 9:30 a.m.

Sunday service. 

A Note from Khaleigh...

Hello 2CC Family,

I’m grateful to live on campus at Second Congregational Church of Greenwich
because of your role as a founding congregation of the Regional Youth Ministry
program. This ministry continues to thrive because of your vision and commitment
to collaborative faith formation in Lower Fairfield County.

Two week ago, July 11–15, I had the privilege of attending the 35th General Synod of
the United Church of Christ in Kansas City, Missouri. General Synod is the national
gathering and voting body of the UCC, our denomination, and now meets every
three years to worship, deliberate, and discern together what God is calling the wider
church to be and do in this moment.

https://bit.ly/Sermons-2CC
https://bit.ly/2CC-Livestream


Delegates from every conference gather for caucuses, committee hearings, and
plenary sessions to vote on resolutions of witness, justice, and policy, elect national
leadership, approve budgets, and amend the UCC’s bylaws when needed. This work
ensures that our national setting reflects the diversity and values of the UCC across
age, gender, clergy and lay voices, race, ability, sexual orientation, and more. I am
deeply thankful to Rev. Max and the Fairfield West Association for sending me to
represent you.

Each delegate serves on a committee assigned to a specific resolution. I was part of
the committee addressing a Declaration of Support for Human Rights in the
Philippines. For years, civilians in the Philippines, especially those advocating for
health, justice, and safety, have been targeted and harmed under the banner of a so-
called “war on drugs.” Through this resolution, the UCC declared its call for an end to
these inhumane acts, standing in solidarity with those working for peace and justice.

This year’s theme, “Into the Deep” (Luke 5:4), challenged us to go beyond what is
comfortable, leaning into bold faith and deeper discipleship. Guided by that spirit,
Synod acted on several powerful measures, including full communion agreements
with Puerto Rico’s Iglesia Evangélica Unida and the Evangelical Church in Germany,
an emergency resolution supporting immigrants, migrants, and refugees, including
calls to oppose for-profit detention centers, a resolution for an end to genocide in
Palestine affirming our commitment to peace and human dignity, and the formal
recognition of the Small Town and Rural (STAR) Coalition within the UCC.

As your representative, I was reminded again that we are truly better together. This
gathering affirmed what we believe in youth and faith formation ministry: God
speaks to and through all of us. Synod is a living example of how the church, with a
capital C, comes together to listen, pray, and act as the body of Christ in the world.

Thank you for the privilege of representing you at this historic gathering. Your
support makes this work possible, and together we are living out what it means to “go
into the deep” as Christ calls.

Learn more and explore all Synod resolutions and outcomes at
generalsynod.org/resolutions. You can also read news and reflections from
Synod at ucc.org or watch highlights and worship from Kansas City on the UCC
YouTube channel.

With gratitude and hope,
Khaleigh Laicher
Director of Regional Youth Ministry

Children's Chapel...

This summer through Labor Day weekend, all children are encouraged to meet in the
nursery from 9:30-10:30 a.m. for a very special summer worship experience for

infants to school age children entering grade 5. 

This is in alignment with our Summer worship schedule. 
 

Children's Chapel this summer will include worshiping outside, special guests, crafts,

https://generalsynod.org/resolutions
https://www.ucc.org/


games, scripture lessons, prayer, and worship services designed with young hearts
and boundless energy in mind.

 For more information please feel free to contact me anytime at Jenny@2cc.org 

Mark your calendars...

We encourage you to bring your lawn chairs and join us for this free concert. Chasing
Romeo is a local Pop/Rock Band that is playing at Roger Serman Baldwin Park on

Wednesday, August 13 at 7:00 p.m. As a special treat, 2CC children will be invited up
on stage to help play back up on the tambourines!

 
RSVPs not needed, but always helpful so we can be on the lookout for you. 

Email Jenny about Chasing Romeo
Event

Pacific House Update...

mailto:Jenny@2cc.org
mailto:jenny@2cc.org


Our dedicated cooking team faced the kitchen with determination and (due to the
heat) a timeline to get out of there as fast as possible!
Gordon, Paula, and Carol were in charge of making sure the 180 pieces of chicken
turned out as “oven BBQ’d”. Kathleen was in charge of bags and bags of green beans
that would be put in the potato salad that was cooked and creatively seasoned by
Matthew and Barbara S (15 lbs of potatoes).
Rev. Max came in to check on us to make sure that we were on the job, hydrated and
happy. (We were!)
Our serving team of Mary Alice, Bob (faithful van driver) John, Michael, Sylvie and
Logan survived the ride to Pacific House in the not- so-air-conditioned van. The
clients at PH were happy to hear that chicken was on the menu—they are served a lot
of rice and beans and pasta, so our meal was much appreciated. 
Dessert was prepared by Lisa (Logan’s mom), Gail, Paula and Barbara S. Our team
walked the room handing out brownies and chocolate chip cookies to an enthusiastic
and appreciative clientele. We had cupcakes in reserve for the 8:00 p.m. snack.

Another successful and fulfilling outreach mission!



Around Town...



Neighbor to Neighbor is launching a clothing pilot in an effort to introduce gently
used seasonal children's clothing back in our Essentials program! We are starting to
accept donations on the following days: Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday. We
encourage donors in our community to donate on these designated days! 
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