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Second Congregational Church of Greenwich
Conversation, Celebration, Community - Of Faith

Septem ber 2 7 , 2 01 8
Dear Friends of Second Church,
It’s w onderful to be back after a v ery busy ten day s in Scotland!
As m any of y ou know , there are distinct positiv es and negativ es to repeated v isits to the sam e
place.
It’s easy to dev elop fav orite sites, w hether they be fam iliar tourist attractions that still
delight or little, off-the-beaten-path restaurants that it’s fun to v isit again.
Yet it can also be harder to be surprised — if y ou w ant to seek out som ething new , it takes a lot
m ore w ork.
The first tim e I w ent to Edinburgh, I w as thrilled sim ply by the train station’s ov erhead
announcem ents, w hich w ere deliv ered in a thick Scots burr. Now I’m annoy ed if the train to
Dundee is on one of the far tracks y ou hav e to schlep to.
Then, ev ery w here y ou looked, the streets w ere full of Harry Potter m em orabilia — like a J.K.
Row ling nov el, w onderfully com e to life. Now it all seem s sort of ov er the top and a distraction
from m y ow n preferred v ersion of the city , a stronghold of the Reform ation and center of
learning.
I had a lot of w riting to get done and m eetings to attend, so this particular v isit didn’t leav e a
lot of tim e for w alking around; nev ertheless, I did find som e new places, and took a few
m em orable w alks.
One w as a steady clim b up “Arthur’s Seat,” a prom inent hill on the eastern side of
Edinburgh, w ith panoram ic v iew s of the city . At the v ery edge of the steep hillside, I w as
surprised to discov er an earlier v isitor had carv ed m y sam e initials into a rock, beside a sm all
cross. I hav e no idea w hat that m eans — if it m eans any thing — but it certainly m ade m e feel
w elcom e, ev en expected there.
In som e sm all w ay , it rem inded m e that w hile it is alw ay s w onderful to go to new places as a
v isitor, the deepest joy is found in slow ly becom ing a nativ e, and in com ing to feel not only
w elcom e, but som ehow , ev en expected.
Now hom e again in Greenw ich, w ith the church y ear already begun, I see som e sim ilarities.
It’s clear that the m any attractions of our v arious program s hav e a lot of delight to offer. I
know they w ill, indeed, delight any num ber of v isitors w ho find their w ay to cam pus. That’s
great.
But how do w e com m unicate to new com ers that they ’re not only w elcom e, but som ehow ,
ev en expected? Better y et: how do w e m ake room for them to discov er them selv es, how ev er
gradually , becom ing nativ es here?
Because w hile it’s w onderful to talk about how churches change liv es, it’s just as exciting to
see how som e of those liv es can and w ill change churches — how new com ers, in grow ing
fam iliar w ith the strange terrain of a new place, learn to see below the surface, form their

ow n opinions, ask different questions, and push for changes that help the church liv e out its
m ission w ith new insight, new energy , and new faithfulness.
In the church, transform ation is v ery m uch a tw o-w ay street.
As our program y ear begins, I hope w e take to heart this inv itation to transform and to be
transform ed as w e engage w ith new faces and seek to em body God’s lov e in new w ay s.
See y ou in church,

If you would like to hear past Sermons you can
find them on our website: 2cc.org
Max's Scripture selection this week is based on
a reading from Mark 9:38-50
To sign up for Coffee Hour please email: Pam@2cc.org
with a date that you are willing to help out, thank you!

Mary Elizabeth "Betty" Altman, a Second Church member for 51 years, died on September 22, 2018.
Betty lived at Edgehill for the last 10 years and the family is grateful to all her wonderful friends
and caregivers there. Betty was predeceased by her loving husband Donald and her beloved sons,
Tom and John. She is survived by her brother Harry Loosier of Atlanta, her son Bob Altman and
daughter-in-law, Wendy Dewart Altman of Danbury; her daughter Beth Rosencrans and son-in-law
Ron Rosencrans of Greenwich, and her seven grandchildren: Brooke, Justin, Kristin and Alexa
Altman, and Jay, Eva and William Rosencrans. A private service and burial will be held at Putnam
Cemetery. A memorial service will be held at Second Congregational Church at a later date. The
family asks that in lieu of flowers, a donation can be made to Brunswick School, The Altman Fund,
100 Maher Avenue, Greenwich, CT 06830.

If you haven’t received an invitation we’d love to have you!
Please see Shawn or email him at shawn@2cc.org
and he’ll pass the invitation along.

Click here to email Jessica for more information

Click here to RSVP to Pam for the Men's Dinner

Click here to email Jessica for more information or to reserve a table
as a vendor for this event

Do you "Like" Us?
Follow us on Social Media for updates and fun "shares"
of all the great things going on here at 2CC!

Click here for Facebook and Instagram

Leaving you with a giggle...

