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Dear Friends of Second Church,
Earlier this w eek, Liz and I w ent to see “Eighth Grade,” a w onderful new
m ov ie that explores the daily life of a girl in the final w eeks of m iddle
school.
It is a m ov ie in w hich “nothing happens,” and y et everything happens;
on one lev el, there is no particular dram a to the m ain character’s life,
and y et on another lev el, the dram a is profound and intense.
“Eighth Grade” explores all the aw kw ardness of becom ing a teenager in cringe-w orthy detail,
from acne to bathing suits to liv ing on a cell phone and learning about life v ia YouTube
clips. (Be forew arned: that last one is not for the faint of heart.)
And of course, there is the all-too-fam iliar m eanness of other kids and the anguish about
w hether y ou’ll ev er fit in, any w here.
It’s not easy w atching — and don’t try to drag y our eighth grader to go see it w ith y ou — but I
highly recom m end it.
It’s a rem inder that the dram a of becom ing ourselv es is filled w ith all kinds of peculiar
m ilestones. From the outside, those m ilestones m ay seem utterly ordinary , scarcely ev en
noticeable. Yet for us, they m atter in w ay s w e can scarcely put w ords to. A life in w hich
“nothing happens” (or in w hich little has happened yet) still has plenty of dram a. Plenty of
becom ing.
As a film , “Eighth Grade” m ay w ell torture y ou w ith y our ow n m em ories of that
dram a. Watching it, y ou can’t help but see scenes from y our ow n past play ing out on the split
screen of y our m ind.
But it w ill also rem ind y ou of the pow er of kindness — the incredible gift of som eone w ho
seem s poised and perfect adm itting their ow n nerv ousness and v ulnerability . It acknow ledges
how m om entous it can be w hen som eone offers w elcom e for us that does not ask us to pretend
w e’re cool…because w e’re cool enough just as w e are.
In this, the m ov ie is a pow erful testam ent to the longing w e feel w hen w e’re searching for our
tribe, and to the pow er of starting to find one.
And so, although it is not a “Christian” m ov ie by any m eans, it m ight actually be the m ost
Christian m ov ie I hav e seen in a y ear.
It is not a film about a religious aw akening.
But it nam es the longing of the hum an heart and the quest to understand the riddle of
ourselv es so honestly , w ithout sentim entality or m oralism . Its truths, such as they are,
em erge from the m essiness of liv ing, w hich is the only w ay in w hich any of us, Christian or
not, learn to liv e. And it affirm s the pow er of authenticity , w hich is to be found only in
turning aw ay from the alluring prospect of assum ing a fundam entally false self, and then in
finding the strength to accept that w e are accepted, ev en as w e are.

Kierkegaard w ould lov e this m ov ie. Other Christians should, too.
How ev er it is that y ou are m aking it through the heat, hum idity , and the m any rainy
afternoons of this sum m er, I hope y ou find y our m ind and heart grow ing, a sense of
connection to y our tribe, and a rem inder of the pow er of stories to guide us.
See y ou in church,

If you would like to hear past Sermons you can
find them on our website: 2cc.org
The Scripture selection for Max's Sermon this week
is from: Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2
4:25 So then, putting away falsehood,
let all of us speak the truth to our
neighbours, for we are members of
one another.
26 Be angry but do not sin; do not let
the sun go down on your anger,
27
and do not make room for the devil.
28 Thieves must give up stealing;
rather let them labour and work
honestly with their own hands, so as
to have something to share with the
needy.
29
Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for
building up, as there is need, so that
your words may give grace to those
who hear.

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with which you were marked
with a seal for the day of redemption.
31 Put away from you all bitterness and
wrath and anger and wrangling and
slander, together with all malice,
32
and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ has forgiven you.
30

5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as

beloved children, 2 and live in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up
for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.

To sign up for Coffee Hour
please email: Pam@2cc.org
with a date that you are willing to
help out, thank you!

Do you "Like" Us?
Follow us on Social Media
for updates and fun "shares"
of all the great things going
on here at 2CC!

Click here for
Facebook and
Instagram

Leaving you with a giggle...

