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August 1 , 2 01 8
Dear Friends of Second Church,
For all those w ho hav e sung along w ith U2 , “and I still hav en’t found w hat I’m looking for…”
the Bible offers us a solution. Solutions aren’t alw ay s easy to access though, som etim es they
require som e w ork. As m any of y ou know , I recently w ent to Cam bridge, England to study a
theologian nam ed Lesslie New bigin. New bigin addresses the issue m any of us are
experiencing at our churches; people seem less interested in attending church than they used
to be and churches are struggling to com e up w ith new w ay s to attract y oung people to their
flock. We heard from leading theologians w ho hav e w restled ov er this subject and I rem em ber
w hen I heard the solution to the problem .
Joy .
The theologians had concluded that w e m ay hav e lost the v ery thing Christianity had to offer
in the first place. Joy . I don’t know about y ou, but joy is not som ething I necessarily thought I
w as supposed to hav e at church. May be the com fort that church is helping m e becom e a
better person, or that I am connected w ith a larger com m unity , but joy …is that som ething I
expect to find at church? Is that som ething I expect to find in m y relationship w ith God? The
sim ple answ er is that it should. Jesus introduced his disciples to this by prom ising that if they
liv ed a life by the spirit they w ould experience this joy .
And w ho doesn’t w ant that?
You can likely m ake an accurate guess on w hat I am preaching about here at our Saturday
Ev ening Church serv ice. It is the topic of joy . Last Saturday I looked at the joy w e receiv e
from the w orld and this w eek w e w ill be exploring the joy w e receiv e through follow ing
Christ. I believ e, that if w e all could tap into this joy , w e w ould see a resurgence of church
relev ance in our culture. In a chaotic w orld w e need the truth taught by Christ to ground us
in the prom ises of God. I believ e that a life liv ed leaning on the prom ises of God leads to a life of
joy .
Church is the place w e are rem inded of these prom ises. We sing them as songs, w e say them
together in our com m unal pray ers, and w e reflect upon them through our serm ons. Friends,
church is the house of joy and w e are called to be joy -bearers in a w orld that desperately
needs w hat w e hav e.
I inv ite y ou to join us this Saturday night at 5pm as w e learn m ore about how to tap into the
joy that God is offering to us.

If you would like to hear past Sermons you can
find them on our website: 2cc.org

The Scripture selection for Max's Sermon this week
is from: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
2The whole congregation of the Israelites
complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness.
3The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had
died by the hand of the Lord in the land of
Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our
fill of bread; for you have brought us out into
this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with
hunger.’
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to
rain bread from heaven for you, and each day
the people shall go out and gather enough for
that day. In that way I will test them, whether
they will follow my instruction or not.

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.” ’
10And as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, they looked
towards the wilderness, and the glory of
the Lord appeared in the cloud.
11The Lord spoke to Moses and said,
12‘I have heard the complaining of the
Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall
eat meat, and in the morning you shall have
your fill of bread; then you shall know that I
am the Lord your God.” ’
13 In the evening quails came up and covered
the camp; and in the morning there was a layer
of dew around the camp.
14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky
substance, as fine as frost on the ground.
15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one
another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know
what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread
that the Lord has given you to eat.

Ellie Strathdee has been a member of 2CC since birth, and grew up singing
in our youth choir. She is passionate about dance and music and loves to
share her talents with others. Ellie looks forward to graduating this
December from Rollins College with a major in communications
and a minor in dance.

To sign up for Coffee Hour
please email: Pam@2cc.org
with a date that you are willing to
help out, thank you!

Do you "Like" Us?

Follow us on Social Media
for updates and fun "shares"
of all the great things going
on here at 2CC!

Click here for
Facebook and
Instagram

Leaving you with a giggle...

