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Second Congregational Church of Greenwich
Conversation, Celebration, Community - Of Faith

May 8, 2 01 9
Dear Friends of Second Church,
This Sunday w e w ill celebrate as the Church grow s by three, as three m em bers of Shaw n’s
confirm ation class stand in front of us to join Second Congregational Church, and m ore
broadly , to reaffirm for them selv es the v ow s m ade on their behalf by others at their baptism s
som e y ears ago.
Spring, especially after Easter, seem s to be the season of confirm ation and has been as long as
I’v e been pay ing attention. That’s not the only reason it has the general atm osphere of a
graduation, although that has to be a part of it. Like a graduation, also, it’s not alw ay s clear
w hom it’s really for — the graduate or the grow n ups.
Although churches know w hat they ’re supposed to say on that, their actions som etim es speak
otherw ise.
I once attended a church w here som eone — a grow n up — had a com plete m elt-dow n before
church ov er the carnations that had been deliv ered for confirm ation. The flow ers looked
rattier and m ore faded than she felt appropriate — so m uch so they w ould “ruin” the w hole
m orning. Accordingly , m uch of the hour before the serv ice w as spent by the elders of the
church, seeking to respond to these concerns (or as is so often the death of the church, at least
to “appear responsiv e”).
Meanw hile, the m em bers of the confirm ation class sat out of the w ay on a bench, staring off
into space until they w ere sum m oned to file in at the opening hy m n to go profess Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Sav ior, and their loy alty to their church and the Church Univ ersal,
offering the support of their pray ers, their talents, their resources, and the gift of their
presence.
The profession is im portant, of course, and is som ething to celebrate. May it be beautiful.
But som etim es I w ish w e had better w ay s of nam ing that w hat truly “confirm s" us as
Christians is a different kind of m om ent, often far aw ay from a lov ely spring Sunday in a
peaceful sanctuary , w ith (or w ithout) a carnation.
Its deepest form really happens elsew here.
Likew ise, w hat w e learn in confirm ation is not really “inform ation about Jesus” or “the
official answ ers of the Church” — beautiful as these often are, as w ell.
Confirm ation's deepest teaching is from sustained encounter w ith other Christians — the
beginning of actual friendships w ith people w ho m ight be v ery different than w e are or our
parents and their friends are — the kind of people w e can recall in life’s hard m om ents, and in
rem em bering, find guidance sufficient for our ow n next step. People w hose liv es are
connected to their faith.
It is a lot to ask w hat Jesus m ight do in any giv en circum stance. But w e can ask w hat Shaw n
m ight say , or how Miss Jessica w ould lead us to pray , or w hat Miss Barbara m ight bring if she
didn’t hav e a pray er shaw l.

Follow ing their exam ple, road-testing the faith they em body in their ow n w ay s, but now for
our ow n liv es, w ill confirm a great deal about them , us, and finally , God.
I hope y ou w ill m ake a point of being here Sunday , and that in som e not too distant day , one
of our confirm ands m ay confront uncertainty by rem em bering the pow er of y our exam ple,
and the presence of Jesus in y our life.
See y ou in church,

Shawn's Sermon this week
is based on Scripture from:
Deuteronomy 11:16-23

If you would like to hear
past Sermons you can
find them on our website:
2cc.org

C o ffe e Ho ur – there is a sign-up sheet in Fletcher Hall for those who would like to bring baked
goods for “Sunday Morning Coffee Hour.” We recommend that you bring approximately
four dozen bite-size items. The church will continue to supply fruit and beverage.
Yo u can al so si g n-up v i a e m ai l pam @2cc.o r g .

In June, we will recognize graduates from all
high schools, colleges and universities, as well as
professional schools, diplomas, bachelors,
masters, doctorates and certificates of course
completion. We want to recognize and thank God
for those who have put the effort into their
education.
Please email Gloria at gloria@2cc.org with the name of
the graduate and with the information concerning any future educational or
professional plans that graduate might have, no later than Wednesday, June 5.

Upcoming Events

Email Gloria to RSVP

Click here to Email Jessica

Do you "Like" us?

Be sure to follow us on Facebook & Instagram & be sure to tag us in
any of your #2CCGreenwich photos!

Coming this Summer...

Click here to RSVP to the
Ballgame

Email Jessica for more
information

Email Alexander for more information

