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Second Congregational Church of Greenwich
Conversation, Celebration, Community - Of Faith

May 1 6 , 2 01 9
Dear Friends of Second Church,
Yesterday , Rev . Shaw n and I attended the Wom en’s Fellow ship luncheon at the Water Club —
a bright interlude from a(nother) rainy spring day here in Greenw ich.
Kathy Singleton passed the gav el after three y ears as the President of Wom en’s Fellow ship,
and w hile that w ork is hard to “sum up” in any single y ear, it’s ev en harder to know w hat to
say after three.
But she rem inded us all of the pow er of our relationships w ith one another as som ething that’s
close to the heart of w hat it is to be Christian.
As I’v e continued to think about that, it occurs to m e that w hile w e often talk about church as
a site for m aking friends — or about the church as a com m unity of people — w e find it m uch
easier to rem ind ourselv es that com m unities m ake Christians rather than challenge
ourselv es to nam e how Christians are supposed to m ake com m unities.
Kathy ’s right to say that w hile fellow ship is im portant for ev ery one, w hat m akes Wom en’s
Fellow ship (and “m akes” a church) is som ething deeper: a specifically Christian form of
being friends.
I think w e all know that just because people are "friends at church,” this doesn’t m ean that
they ’v e y et becom e “Christian friends.”
Any one w ho’s w orked in an office know s that there can be a big difference betw een “w ork
friends” and, w ell, actual friends. When Liz and I got m arried, and the num ber of seats w here
w e w ere m arry ing w as lim ited, I w as surprised to see how easily I could pare dow n m y list of
w ork friends to inv ite. Although I’d nev er giv en it m uch thought, m y heart knew the
difference quite w ell.
Don’t our hearts know the difference betw een people w hose com pany w e just kind of enjoy ,
and the people so close to us that our liv es w ould not seem like ours w ithout them ?
I think Christian friendship is som ething closer to that second kind — a deep connection, for
starters, but w ith a spiritual com ponent that is part of that connection. We m ight be v ery
different in any num ber of w ay s, and y et som ething connects us, such that it m akes sense
w hen they show up w hen w e’re at the hospital, or say they ’re pray ing for us in a w ay that
feels utterly natural and entirely right, ev en am ong people as priv ate w ith their faith as w e
so often are.
Wom en’s Fellow ship is a place here at 2 CC w here that kind of friendship is shared, and just as
im portantly , learned. Ev en the m ost ardent believ er still grow s into it, and ev en the latest
arriv als hav e tim e to m ake progress if they decide to take it seriously .
Kathy ’s w ords should rem ind us all to think about w ho it is in our liv es that teaches us to liv e
m ore faithfully …and how .
Meanw hile, I hope all of us w ill giv e thanks for Wom en’s Fellow ship and for the Christian
friendships that teach so m any of us w hat the abundant life Christ prom ises us m ight look

like.
See y ou in church,

If you would like to hear past Sermons you can
find them on our website: 2cc.org
C o ffe e Ho ur – there is a sign-up sheet in Fletcher Hall for those who would like to bring baked
goods for “Sunday Morning Coffee Hour.” We recommend that you bring approximately
four dozen bite-size items. The church will continue to supply fruit and beverage.
Yo u can al so si g n-up v i a e m ai l pam @2cc.o r g .

In June, we will recognize graduates from all
high schools, colleges and universities, as well as
professional schools, diplomas, bachelors,
masters, doctorates and certificates of course
completion. We want to recognize and thank God
for those who have put the effort into their
education.
Please email Gloria at gloria@2cc.org with the name of
the graduate and with the information concerning any future educational or
professional plans that graduate might have, no later than Wednesday, June 5.

Upcoming Events

Click here to Email Jessica

Do you "Like" us?

Be sure to follow us on Facebook & Instagram & be sure to tag us in
any of your #2CCGreenwich photos!

Coming this Summer...

Click here to RSVP to the
Ballgame

Email Jessica for more
information

Email Alexander for more information

