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February 21, 2018
Dear Friends of Second Church,
With the news of Billy Graham’s death at the age of 99, the
consideration of his impact and legacy are just beginning.
But I loved this detail from a column this morning in the Statesville
(NC) Record and Landmark by Rev. Rob Lee, a young Baptist
pastor who has also served UCC churches in North Carolina:
“A decade ago, when I was being confirmed at Broad Street United
Methodist Church, we were on retreat in Montreat and I had the
opportunity to sit in Billy Graham’s office chair. I felt miniscule as a
13 year old wannabe preacher. But his assistant said to me, 'You
would be surprised; he feels small before God too.'”
(Rob Lee also confesses that he took a paper clip as a momento, for
which he dutifully apologizes.)
It’s a lovely appreciation of Graham from someone who ultimately found himself in a different place on the
theological spectrum.
But it also has me thinking about how faith feels, and appreciating how it doesn’t just make us feel one
particular way.
Churches talk most easily about how that faith builds us up.
After a tough week immersed in all the things we do, we’re reminded that God loves us, that God sees our effort
even when others may not, that who we are in God’s eyes is different and deeper than what the eyes of the world
seem to focus on. We need that Good News.
By contrast, we seem to find it harder to name the good news in those moments when our faith makes us feel
small. When we encounter life’s holiest moments, so often words fail, even for the most eloquent of us. The most
accomplished feel like rank beginners.
This doesn’t go away as we continue to learn about and to practice our faith. (As Billy Graham’s assistant told
young Rob Lee: “You would be surprised; he feels small before God too.”)
In fact, part of the logic of Lent is about seeking out the reminder of our smallness, the inescapability of our
limitations, and the partiality of our understanding.
Our traditions teach that this is important for us, reminding us that, first, there is a God...and second, that it’s not
us. Third, it reminds us that the God who sees more than we see and knows more than we know is not limited by
the world as we grasp it — that more is happening than we know, and more is possible than we see.
Often, it’s in our smallness that we are invited to find the God who is bigger than this moment, bigger than the
way things are, and more powerful even than the powers that be.
And yet, for all that, God loves us utterly and wants to surge into and through our lives, working with us to
shape the world into what it was always meant to be and might just yet become.
It is an invitation to see our own smallness. But really, it is an invitation to open ourselves to the grandeur of the
love that sustains us all.
See you in church,

If you would like to hear past Sermons you can
find them on our website: 2cc.org

Join us for Bible Study tonight at 7:30
& Prayer Group tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.
It's combined choir Sunday this week!
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed:
Please email Stacey Brown
 ith a date that you are available to
w
help out. Thank you!

Click here to RSVP for Valentine Gala

Have you been curious about the quaint shops along the strip in Cos Cob?
Now's your chance to see what they're all about!
We will "crawl" our way into the butchery, a fish market and a cheese shop - each specializing in what they offer.
They will share their wealth of knowledge with us! Need a caffeine fix? Lorca Coffee Bar has a fine selection of
coffees and baked goods as well! For art and craft lovers,
the Drawing Room is nearby!
We will enjoy lunch at Coast Seafood Restaurant & Bar, just across the street in the Mill Pond Shopping Center,
for a delicious 3-course prix fixe lunch for $2 5.
Click here to RSVP & reserve your spot
(limited to 2 0 participants)

Click here to download 2018 scholarship application

S ign U p for
V acation B ible
S chool (V B S )
June 25-29

Click here to find
out more!

Do you "Like" us?
Are you following us on social
media? No? You're missing out
on a lot of inspiration & fun!
If you take pictures during the
service(s) or on church grounds at
any of our events
please be sure to share the love on
social media by tagging
@2ccGreenwich on
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

Around Town...

For more information & reservations, click here

