*Prayer of Confession
God of shepherding love, we need your guidance this day. You proclaim that faithful
love and truth have met, but we cannot see it. You rejoice that righteousness and peace
have kissed, but we can scarcely believe it. Forgive our jaded hearts, and correct our
wandering ways. Breathe your grace into our lives, and give us the confidence to shout
for all the world to hear: “Here is our God!” Amen.

*Gloria Patri (Hymn 579)
Anthem

Come and Set Us Free

Scripture Lesson

Trevor Thomson

Luke 3:7-18

Sermon

Rev. Maxwell Grant

Offertory Anthem

Lord of the Stars

Ruth Elaine Schram

*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication (said in unison)
Bless these gifts with your loving presence, O God. Make your face shine through our
offering this day. Shine the light of your love through our ministries and our lives, that all
may know and notice that you are here, on this very earth and in our very lives.

The Tower Wreath is donated by Women's Fellowship.

******************************************************************************
Coffee Hour – There is a sign-up sheet in Fletcher Hall for those who would like to
bring baked goods for “Sunday Morning Coffee Hour.” We recommend that you
bring approximately four dozen bite-size items. The church will continue to supply
fruit and beverage. You can also sign-up at email: pam@2cc.org.

Christmas Caroling for the Homebound
Today!
For those joining us for caroling, please meet after the 10:30 service in
Fletcher Hall for a light lunch. We will then leave at 12:30 and return at 3:30 p.m.

2018 Donations
2018 is quickly coming to an end! It would be helpful to the church office if pledge
payments could be completed prior to Christmas. For your tax records, payments must
be received in the church office or postmarked by December 31. Please be sure to clearly
mark on your check to which year the funds should be applied (2018, or 2019 if you are
prepaying). Stock donations are a great way to complete a pledge. Your broker will send
the stock to our bank, where it will be liquidated. Because of privacy laws in stock
transactions, your broker may not designate your name. Please advise in writing of your
intention to pay this way. Please contact Julie Muratore at Julie@2cc.org for detailed
instructions if you are going to donate stock.

Joys & Concerns/Lord’s Prayer
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader:
Let us pray.
Pastoral Prayer
(A time for silent personal reflection.)
Silent Prayer/Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer (“debts”)

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!

*Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude

The Sanctuary and Hall Wreaths are donated by Anne and Todd Kennedy.

******************************************************************************

Offertory

*Hymn 145

The Christmas Trees and Garlands, are given in loving memory of Helen
Halbert Hicks, as provided by the endowment Fund established by her
husband, Dr. Henry Hicks.

December Music Schedule

People, Look East
(*) Please stand.

Deacon in Charge: Jim Marmon

French folk melody

December 23 - Soloist
December 24 - Chancel Choir and Festival Brass
December 25 - Bluegrass Christmas!
December 30 - Holiday Hymns

Upcoming Events
Date
Sunday, December 16

Time
11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Monday, December 17
Wednesday, December 19
Thursday, December 20
Friday, December 21

Saturday, December 22

12:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Event
Pageant Rehearsal/Angels
and Sheep
Pageant Rehearsal/Nativity
Visitors
Caroling for the Homebound
Boy Scouts
Troop 9 100th Birthday
Youth Choir
Bible Study
Greenwich Moms
Youth Group/MS
Pageant Rehearsal/Main
Speaking Roles
Pageant Tech Crew
Pageant Rehearsal/Entire
Cast and Singers
Picassos
Evensong

Location
Sanctuary
Sanctuary

Cottage
Chapel
Brush Hall
Parlor
Fletcher Hall/Chapel
Chapel

December 16, 2018
Prelude

Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

Welsh folk melody

Welcome
Lighting of the Advent Candles
Introit

Room 14
Chapel

Our annual Angel Tree is up in Fletcher Hall and the Congregation is asked to
help many local families in need this holiday season. Please stop by after the
service and consider being an angel. This year we are asking for monetary
donations only, which will be used to purchase Gift Cards for food and children’s
presents. This will allow the families to tailor the purchases to their particular
choices. We will accept cash, checks, and credit card for your convenience.
Contact Dorothy Mayfield at 203-629-9424 if you have any questions.
Please be an angel and help give families in our community a special holiday!

Shine, Shine Your Light!

Becki Slagie Mayo

*Call To Worship (Zephaniah 3:14-20)
Leader: Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your
heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
People: The LORD has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away
your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear
disaster no more.
Leader: On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your
hands grow weak.
People: The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over
you with loud singing as on a day of festival.
Leader: I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.
People: I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all
the earth.
Leader: At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I
restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.
Come, let us worship God!

*Hymn 482

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
(Children should leave for the church school program after the 2nd verse of the hymn)

Troop 9 is about to celebrate its 100th birthday,
and you are invited to the party!
On Monday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel at Second Congregational
Church, Troop 9 will host a Court of Honor during which it will recognize its 100th year of
continuous charter. If you can attend the celebration, please reply to
troop9greenwichct@gmail.com by December 14. If you know anyone who would like
to attend this milestone celebration, please be encouraged to invite someone.
Thank you on behalf of Troop 9!

Offering Envelopes for 2019
Using offering envelopes is a matter of personal preference. Envelopes
are used by donors who make an annual pledge and by those who do
not pledge but give when they are able to do so. They provide
additional privacy, the option to make cash donations, and serve as a
reminder to keep up with donations to the church. If you would like to
have one assigned to you, or if you have previously received envelopes
you no longer use, please call Gloria in the church office. The offering
envelopes for 2019 are available in Fletcher Hall.

