Special Music

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming

Scripture Lesson

German carol, 15th century

Malachi 3:1-4

Sermon

Rev. Maxwell Grant

Moment For Mission

Chris Starr

Offertory Duet

Glory

Nichole Nordeman

*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication (said in unison)

Bless these gifts with your loving presence, O God. Make your face shine through our
offering this day. Shine the light of your love through our ministries and our lives, that all
may know and notice that you are here, on this very earth and in our very lives.

Joys & Concerns/Lord’s Prayer

The Tower Wreath is donated by Women's Fellowship.

******************************************************************************
Coffee Hour – There is a sign-up sheet in Fletcher Hall for those who would like to
bring baked goods for “Sunday Morning Coffee Hour.” We recommend that you
bring approximately four dozen bite-size items. The church will continue to supply
fruit and beverage. You can also sign-up at email: pam@2cc.org.
******************************************************************************
Christmas Caroling for the Homebound
Sunday, December 16

Leader:
The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader:
Let us pray.
Pastoral Prayer
(A time for silent personal reflection.)
Silent Prayer/Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer (“debts”)

For those joining us for caroling, please meet after the 10:30 service in
Fletcher Hall for a light lunch. We will then leave at 12:30 and return at 3:30 p.m.

2018 Donations

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Words of Invitation
Communion Prayer
The Sharing of the Bread and Wine
Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving:
We thank you, Lord, for inviting us to this table, where we have remembered the presence
of Christ and received a foretaste of your Kingdom. Strengthen our faith, increase our
love for one another, and let us show forth your praise in our lives. In Jesus’ name we ask
it. Amen.

Arise, Your Light Is Come!

2018 is quickly coming to an end! It would be helpful to the church office if pledge
payments could be completed prior to Christmas. For your tax records, payments must
be received in the church office or postmarked by December 31. Please be sure to clearly
mark on your check to which year the funds should be applied (2018, or 2019 if you are
prepaying).
Stock donations are a great way to complete a pledge. Your broker will send the stock to
our bank, where it will be liquidated. Because of privacy laws in stock transactions, your
broker may not designate your name. Please advise in writing of your intention to pay
this way. Please contact Julie Muratore at Julie@2cc.org for detailed instructions if you
are going to donate stock.

December Music Schedule

*Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude

The Christmas Trees and Garlands, are given in loving memory of Helen
Halbert Hicks, as provided by the endowment Fund established by her
husband, Dr. Henry Hicks.
The Sanctuary and Hall Wreaths are donated by Anne and Todd Kennedy.

Offertory

*Hymn 411

The Chancel Flowers are given by Catherine Ladnier and Mickey Robinson in
memory of their parents Harry and Eva Lee Brown Ladnier, and Harold and
Elizabeth Horton Robinson.

Rondo in G
(*) Please stand.

Deacon in Charge: Chris Starr

John Bull

December 16 - Women's Chorus
December 23 - Soloist
December 24 - Chancel Choir and Festival Brass
December 25 - Bluegrass Christmas!
December 30 - Holiday Hymns

Upcoming Events
Date
Sunday, December 9

Monday, December 10

Tuesday, December 11
Wednesday, December 12

Thursday, December 13
Friday, December 14

Saturday, December 15

Time
11:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
4:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Event
Pageant Rehearsal/Nativity
Visitors
Pacific House Prep
Hilltop
Pacific House Delivery
Boy Scouts
Endowment Meeting
WF Christmas
Program/Luncheon
Primary Choir/K-5 grade
Youth Choir
Girl Scouts
Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal
Youth Group/MS
Pageant Rehearsal/Main
Speaking Roles
Cub Scouts
Picassos
Primary/Youth Choir
Christmas Party
Evensong

Location
Sanctuary
Kitchen
Chapel
Cottage
Parlor
Chapel/Fletcher Hall
Brush Hall
Brush Hall
Room 14
Parlor
Chapel
Chapel
FH/Cottage/14/15
Room 14
Chapel
Chapel

Our annual Angel Tree is up in Fletcher Hall and the Congregation is asked to
help many local families in need this holiday season. Please stop by after the
service and consider being an angel. This year we are asking for monetary
donations only, which will be used to purchase Gift Cards for food and children’s
presents. This will allow the families to tailor the purchases to their particular
choices. We will accept cash, checks, and credit card for your convenience.
Contact Dorothy Mayfield at 203-629-9424 if you have any questions.
Please be an angel and help give families in our community a special holiday!

December 9, 2018
Prelude

Meditation

Pierre G. Martin

Welcome
Introit

Prepare The Way

adapted Charles P. Price

Lighting of the Advent Candles
*Call To Worship (Luke 1:68-75)
Leader: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people
and redeemed them.
People: He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David,
Leader: as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
People: that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate
us.
Leader: Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered
his holy covenant,
People: the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being
rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear,
Leader: in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Come, let us worship God!

*Hymn 481

Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show
(Children should leave for the church school program after the 2nd verse of the hymn)

*Prayer of Confession

When we turn away from you or neglect your presence, O God, don’t rage against us or
turn away in silent wrath. When we sin and fall short of the people you would have us
be, don’t hide your loving presence from us. Speak to us anew, that we may hear your
voice and notice your presence in our lives. Shine upon us with your grace and mercy,
that we may return to you and return to love. In your mercy and grace, we pray. Amen.

*Gloria Patri (Hymn 579)

We will have a Christmas Day Service on Tuesday, December 25
at 10:30 a.m. Please join us!

Hilltop Music Collective presents:
An Interfaith Concert honoring the rich diversity of faith in our Community and beyond!
December 9, 3:00 p.m. at Second Congregational Church
Guitarists Katty Mayorga and Eve Weiss, flautist Ti Chung performing a Bach suite.
An arrangement of Sephardic songs performed by violinist/vocalist Amy Dulsky
Little and guitarist Eve Weiss. Violinist Prasad Ramanan and table player Shyam
Mohan performing Hindustani classical music. Suggested donations: $40 per family,
$20 per adult, $10 per student. All proceeds will be donated to interfaithcenter.org
For more information email: hilltopchambermusic@gmail.com

Troop 9 is about to celebrate its 100th birthday,
and you are invited to the party!
On Monday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel at Second Congregational
Church, Troop 9 will host a Court of Honor during which it will recognize its 100th year of
continuous charter. If you can attend the celebration, please reply to
troop9greenwichct@gmail.com by December 14. If you know anyone who would like
to attend this milestone celebration, please be encouraged to invite someone.
Thank you on behalf of Troop 9!

