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LOVE

One's capacity to love is infinite

each addition has its niche.

There is no room for “best” or “least,”

no room for jealousy,

no comparison between,

no place for egos to be toppled or replaced
for there is room for everyone to love

and be loved in return.
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STEEPLE VIEWS & NEWS

From the Senior Minister’s Desk
Rev. Robert H. Naylor

What To Do With A Date?

I was going to have Chris Tate preach his first sermon with us on the second Sunday in
September. Then I saw the date - 9/11! His giving primary leadership to worship should be
a day filled with unhindered joy, so he will preach on 9/18.

As the years pass, 9/11 still wrenches our souls. The body counts in Iraq - of innocent
soldiers and civilians; attacks by mostly mindless terrorists in England, Spain, and Egypt
keep the memory of that bright sunny skied day four years ago when the darkness of evil
struck close to home.

As people of faith, how can we deal with the pain that ominous date elicits? Ibegin my
thinking with a quote I once heard - “Pain is inevitable. Suffering is optional.” Good Friday
announces that even with God’s love protecting us, pain goes with life. However, we also
remember an Easter morning of ultimate healing. The opposite of suffering is healing. In
the face of pain, let us not allow the frustration and anger-and distress that define
“suffering” overtake our call by Christ to be healers in the midst of pain. Let me offer some
thoughts on how to deal with the date of 9/11.

¢ On9/11, and everyday, pray for all people who are affected by terrorism - people
who lost loved ones on 9/11; soldiers and their families; innocent people who are
hurt or killed because of the acts of terrorists.

e Let us add to those prayers a time of reflection on the question: “How would
Christ address the issues of terrorism and the underlying causes of such evil
behavior?” -

e Let us then commit ourselves to being as a friend of mine says “Guerrillas of
Grace.” Let us seek to involve ourselves in ministries of healing and
reconciliation. |

e And unless we are to become cynical about life, let us not only lift up to God our
prayers of intercession, but, let us lift up to God prayers of praise. There is
another adage that says: “We have no right to ask when sorrow comes, ‘Why did
this happen to {(me / us)?’ unless we ask the same question for every moment of
happiness that comes our way.” .

As people of faith there is no date on which we are ever separated from God’s love revealed

to us in Christ Jesus.

In Christ,

ERBL
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Second Church at Worship

In September
September 4 - One service at 9:30 a.m. - Mr. Naylor will

preach on “Work Is Glorious!!” The sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.

September 11 - Homecoming Sunday #1 - Two services -
8:30 a.m. (Chapel) and 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary) - The Church

School will begin. Both services will include a 9/11
remembrance. Mr. Naylor will preach on “Is Hope
Gone?”

September 18 - Homecoming Sunday #2 - Qur new

Associate Minister, Chris Tate, will preach his first sermon.

Come support him and welcome Chris and his wife,
Lauren, to the church family. Our special Homecoming
- Luncheon will be held immediately following the service.

September 25 - Hymn Sing Prelude - Mr. Naylor will
begin a brief sermon series on “Our Ancestors.” The
sermon will be entitled “Holy Moses.”

HOMECOMING

The Top Ten Reasons Members Should

Attend Church Regularly and Invite Their

Friends to Church

#10 - With the arrival of Chris Tate as our new associate
the average age of the clergy is 43.5.

#9 - The decaf coffee and the good conversation at
Fellowship Hour will calm your nerves.

#8 - Bach, Beatles, Broadway, Jazz, and other musical
surprises are a regular part of our ministry fare.

#7 - Little children will smile at you after having water put

on their head and while being carried by a black
. robed man up and down the aisle.

#6 - Unlike some churches, you meet people who are
different from you because.of their age, religious
opinions, cultural backgrounds, favorite types of

music or literature or sports team. ....but who will still

love you as a friend in Christ.

#5 - There are inexpensive travel opportunities to places

like Belize; Guatemala; Mexico; Portland, Maine; and

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Boston, Massachusetts;
New York City; Bosnia, and other exotic places
where the traveler can build houses, see the sights,
and meet some of the most wonderful and poorest
people in the world.

#4 - You can regularly study good books and good
movies and the Good Book.

#3 - You can learn about the gift of silence and prayer
in a world of noise.

#2 - If you come often enough, just like Cheers
everyone will know your name.

#1 - You will be comforted and challenged by God's
Word as you become friends with Jesus Christ!

(If anyone has additions to the list, please
e-mail bob@2cc.org)

Adult Study and Intergenerational
Spiritual Development Opportunities

Beginning Sunday - September 11 - 9:30-10:15 a.m. ~
Sunday morning “Seekers Group” - Bible and Issue
Studies with people who want to think about, as well as
feel their faith.

Beginning Wednesday - September 7 - 10:30- 11:30
a.m. - Morning Bible Study - (Every Wednesday) - A

study of the minor and major prophets.

Beginning September 21 - 7:30 - 8:45 p.m. - First and
Third Wednesday Evening Bible Study - A study of the
Book of the Acts of the Apostles.

September 20t - Men's Fellowship Breakfast - 7:00
a.m. ~ Church member and author, Gary Kriss will offer
his second installment of his soon-to-be-published
book. (Call for reservations!)

October 19t - Thomas Lynch, nationally recognized
writer, funeral director and author of The Undertaking,
Life Lessons from the Dismal Trade, as well as, other
books and essays, will be speaking on “Life Lessons for
the Passage.” (See flyer in this newsletter.}

October 16%* - Jazz Worship - Mr. Naylor and a
professional jazz group (TBA) with the Chancel Choir -
Sermon tied to Dave Brubeck’s Jazz mass. Afier
worship a luncheon followed by a jazz workshop.




YOUTH MINISTRIES SEPTEMBER, 2005

Let Me Introduce Myself...

A little more about who I am, and bow I got bere

What a thrill and a joy it is to have besn called to Second
Church as your Associate Minister! A number of you
have already had an opportunity to meet me, Chris Tate,
either during the search and call process or during a
“drop-in” at the church. Most of you have probably seen
the introductory brochure that Gerry Mayfield and the
personnel committee thoughtfully put together as an ini-
tial introduction. Many of you, however, may be wonder-
ing “Who is this guy?” “What brought him to Second
Church?”

I'd like to take my newslefter space this month to offer at
least the beginnings of an answer to those questions. By
giving you a glimpse into my journey of faith, | hope | can
provide some insight into the path that brought me to this
unigue, caring community.

Eight years ago, if you had asked me whether | thought I'd be an Associate Minister someday | would have told
you, probably through tears, “Impossible.” God and | weren’t on especially congenial terms back then.

| have never felt more alone, never more abandoned, than when my father died. In 1997, the helicopter in which
he was riding malfunctioned and fell, upside-down, into New York City’s East River. Amidst the pain, amidst the
grief, amidst an oppressive sense of chaos enveloping me | listened, desperately, for God’s voice...and for a long
time | didn't hear it.

Or, perhaps better put, | couldn’t hear it— at least not then. Looking back though, | think God began calling to
me from the moment | hung up the phone, stunned by my mother's stammered words: “Christopher...your father
is dead.” God was right there in the unexpected, yet unhesitating, embrace of my usually aloof, math-major
roommate, saying “| love you.” In the weeks and months that followed, God called to me every time | left a church
service and went into a back hallway to cry, saying: “You're in my house, you're safe, let it all out, | miss him too.”
In the years that followed, God called to me through my work with youth at the First Presbyterian Church of New
Canaan, saying: “See the joy this brings to you and your community, coms, serve!”

God called continuously, steadfastly, and finally, one otherwise ordinary day a few years ago, as | satin my office
staring at my computer screen, “my ears were opened” and | heard. Even then, God's voice was more a faint
whisper than a powerful shout, but it was loud enough...and persistentt It was a voice of opportunity, of wonder,
of love, and of joy. Hearing it, | thought to myself: “How can 1 have gone from the broken person | was to the per-
son | am, considering education in and a career in ministry? It is a miracle!” Then, “But can | be ready? Can |
really do this? Dare | answer?” In intent, ethereal wisps of possibility, | heard “Yes"!

At once a reassurance and a challenge | followed God's call, leaving the safety of what | knew, resisting opporiu-
nities to change course, and above all trusting | would be lead to where | ought to be, which we have mutually
discovered is here, at Second Church. It has been thrilling, fulfiling, and— at times— terrifying to be on this jour-
ney, but with each warm smile and each welcoming greeting | am increasingly sure that this resting place, Second
Church, is right. | look forward to joyfully sharing in the vibrant life of this community, celebrating with you, minis-
tering with your young people (and your somewhat-less-young people tool}, worshipping with you, and joining
with you as you strive to be an imaginative, committed community of faith.

If you had asked me eight years ago whether | thought I'd be an Associate Minister someday, | would have told

you “Impossible.” 1am immeasurably grateful that “For God, all things are possible,” and | can find myself hers,
with all of you! Many Blessings,

Chris

m




News From the Youth Choir  -§&5%,
Ann Carter-Cox | =.i.-?§-
“...and a great time was had by all!” An enthusiastic
ending to the story of the choir’s Tour 2005. On Saturday,
July 9% we boarded British Airways flight 174 that took us
away for two weeks of singing and fun. On Sunday, July
24t flight 815 brought us home with memories that will

last a lifetime.

Memories of Ely and its cathedral - “our cathedral.” The
Youth Choir has a special place in its cultural memory for
Ely. The choir first traveled to Europe in 1996. We were a
small and very young choir. The program was only 4 years
old, and most of the 18 singers had just reached high
school age. Through a personal contact ~ one of those “I
know someone who knows someone who knows
someone” - we were booked to sing one Evensong service
at Ely Cathedral. It was an awe-inspiring experience, and
we all wanted to do it again. Following the service we
asked if we could have permission to sing “just one chord”
in the cathedral’s Lady Chapel. Very kindly the sexton
unlocked the chapel, which was closed for the day, and we
sang our chord. We held the chord for just a brief moment,
but it continued to “sing” for six seconds! That was the
acclaimed Lady Chapel acoustic, and we wanted to sing a
whole concert in that space. Since 1996, we have returned
to Ely during each of our performance tours as a visiting
choir to sing services in the cathedral and as a featured
concert in the Lady Chapel. We are “at home” living in the
Junior Choir House which is in the close of medieval
buildings in the cathedral precinct. We gobble down the
Bird’s custard which the dining hall staff cooks up
especially for us. We feed the cathedral’s farm animals.
And we hold our nightly “Ultimate Frisbee” games in the
park within the shadow of the cathedral towers. Ely is
truly “our cathedral.”

When people ask me about my tour memories they always
get the “Ely story.” Ely is the thread which ties our first
tour choir to each of the succeeding tour choirs. Every
touring chorister knows Ely. Every touring chorister loves
Ely. Every touring chorister has memories of Ely.

Of course there are many other Tour 2005 memories to
share:
* concerts for parishes in Godmanchester and
Thetford. (In Thetford the Mayor, resplendent in
his silver medieval medallion of office, made a
speech thanking us for our performance);

» singing for the residents of the Sue Ryder Care
Center;

» aday trip to Peterborough and sight-seeing in
Cambridge;

» the Raptor Foundation in St. Ives where we
were taught how to “catch” a hawk or owl on
our wrist - wearing a long, thick leather glove,
of course - (and, yes, I did that!);

« aconcert at Scotland’s Stirling Castle; in
Edinburgh singing Evensong services in St.
Mary’s Cathedral and a concert in the amazing
sound of St. Gile’s Cathedral;

» the Farewell Banquet served by the dining hall
staff of the Merchiston Castle School where we
stayed while in Edinburgh - delicious food, a
traditional “ode” to haggis which was read after
the dish was carried into the hall accompanied
by bagpipes and bard dressed in his kilt
{haggis? no one volunteered to taste it!), and
Scottish dancing by all to end the evening and
our time in Scotland;

s our final weekend in Denmark - Copenhagen’s
Tivoli Garden, a concert at Herstedvesterkirke
in Albertslund (a church packed with lovely
people), a day trip to North Sealand with the
lovely village of Helsinger and Elsinore Castle
(the setting of Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”), a dip in
the North Sea (only my toes), and the NEVER
TO BE FORGOTTEN Festive Final Dinner at
the Hard Rock Café Copenhagen!

Those are my memories. Watch for chorister memories
in the October Steeple News. “...and a great time was
had by all!”

DO YOU HAVE A YOUNG SINGER IN YOUR

FAMILY OR DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG SINGER
WHO WOULD LIKE TO SING WITH THE YOUTH

‘ CHOIR?

OUR NEW SEASON STARTS ON WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 7TH,
SINGERS IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH
12™H GRADE ARE WELCOME.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE AN
INTERVIEW PLEASE PHONE ANN AT
869-9351 EXTENSION 128.

[ =|
CHOIR
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Women's Fellowshm

Tuesday, September 13, 11:00 a.m.
Don't Waste Money, Spend It!

Come and hear Greenwich resident and
author Lisa Wysocki speak on a subject
that is of interest to all of us.

Lisa will have helpful tips, motivational
strategies and money recovering
methodologies on how to better
manage our funds.

Lunch is served at Noon in Fletcher Hall.
For reservations call Muriel Wilson - 323.7451
or Ernesta Marchand - 869.6758




Children’s Ministries people to the Christian community. Our first story will
Laurel Koepf be Jacob and Esau, a story of sibling rivalry, family

: dynamics and (eventually) peaceful reconciliation. We
Welcome back! September is an exciting time of ChﬂIIgE will be exploring the many facets of this story through
and transition, especially for children. As leaves change workshops in storytelling, art, cooking and games.

their pigment, children shift from summer vacation back Sixth and seventh grade students will continue in the

into the school routine, meeting new teachers, starting a . \ .
Pre-Confirmation program we began in 2004. Last year
different grade, and sometimes changing schools. We're we focused on Church History. This year we will be

ienci iti 11, and though be : R
operiencingarsitona wll and hongh vecanbe | cuming oour sty of e Bl 3 s
<y how it came to be. As a part of this project, each

God's embracing love, it is exciting (and sometimes a little member of the sixth and seventh grade class will

bit scary) to embark on new beginnings. receive a personal study Bible to be kept in the Youth
During the summer, we have had a multi-age church Room for the entire school year as we gain hands-on
school program. After the Children’s Message each experience marking it up and finding our way around
Sunday morning at the 9:30 a.m. worship service, children  init. Itis a great way to learn and creates a wonderful
of all ages have headed upstairs to help Henry Bast, our tool to use in 8% grade Confirmation class and
wonderfully creative artist-in-residence, with a colorful throughout their lives.

cartoon mural encompassing many of our favorite Bible
stories. It has been a fantastic and free-flowing experience
with spectacular results. Please feel free to come upstairs
after church to see what the children accomplished this

summer!

We will be wrapping up our mural project on Sunday,
September 4%, Church School Registration and
Homecoming takes place on Sunday the 11, and we
will be starting our first Workshop Rotation topic of the
school year on Sunday, September 18t

As many of you know, I am making a big transition
myself. I have moved to Manhattan to begin fulltime
studies at Union Theological Seminary, working toward
Ordination and a Master of Divinity Degree. Thisis a
huge and exciting change, and I would like to thank the
congregation of Second Congregational Church for all
of your support as I pursue this path. During my
studies, I will continue working with the children of the
church on a part time basis. You will still see me on
Sunday mornings and at family events. I will also

Our elementary (K -5) church school will be experiencinga  continue to lead the JOY pre-youth group for 4th and 5%
transition as well. Over the past three years, [ have greatly grade students. Unfortunately, I will no longer have
enjoyed introducing Second Congregational Church to the  the time to lead the middle and high school youth
Workshop Rotation Format by creating workshops to meet  groups, but am very pleased that Chris Tate will be

our needs. This year, I will be selecting workshops from taking on this responsibility. He is a talented minister

In September, we will be transitioning back to a more
structured Church School program with children divided
by age group. As usual, infants will be in the nursery with
Jesse Adams. We will also be hiring a Toddler Specialist to
implement the Hands-on Bible curriculum for the children
in the toddler playroom, enabling the parents of young
children to attend worship and volunteer elsewhere in the
church school. We are very happy to have Carol Dixon
returning to continue to teach the Pre-K class for three and
four year old children with the Bible Quest curriculum.

the Cornerstones curriculum to fit our congregation’s to youth and I look forward to seeing the progress that
personality and schedule. the groups will experience under his leadership.
Workshop Rotation is a Christian Education method in Again, thank you all and Ilook forwa_td to seeing you
which several (in our case, three) classes rotate through on Homecoming Sunday! .

workshops on a Bible story or topic over several Sundays.
Workshops are hands-on, interactive and multisensory,
through activities such as art, cooking, drama, music, -

games, computers, mission, or maps. Thus, children who e — TR
learn in a variety of ways can all experience success in TELEPHONE/E-MAIL ADDRESSES

. - . Rev. Robert H. Naylor 121 bob@2cc.org
themselv'es and their peers. Additionally, stories are Christopher Tate 125  chris@2cc.or
covered in-depth and teachers get to teach the same lesson  § (1oria LaDestro 120  gloria@cc.org
multiple times to different age-groups, allowing for less Jeanne Delarm-Neri 122 jeanne@2cc.org
prep time and a more enjoyable teaching experience. Rhonda Church Bonom 123 rhonda@2cc.org

. ; 4 I $1er I TOny lzzi 124 tﬂny @2CC.OI'g
This year’s theme will be “Welcome to the Family, Anr, Carter-Cox 128 anncc@cc.or

discussing what it means to be a part of a family, a Church

. o i Alexander Constantine 129  alexander@2cc.org
family and the Christian family — and to welcome all Laurel Koepf 131 laurel@ccorg




Member Milestones

2005 June Graduate: Allie Michler graduated from
Deerfield Academy, in Deerfield, MA and is now
attending the University of Pennsylvania.
Weddings:
Jennifer Oakley and David Salisbury were married at Second
Congregational Church on July 3, 2005.

Reba Beeson and Granville Burgess were married on July 29,
2005 in Kiawah Island, Charleston, SC.
Baptisms:
Emilie Lucia Dumas was baptized on June 26, 2005 at
Second Church. Emilie’s parents are Timothy and Maria
Dumas and grandparents are Gail & Gerry Dumas.

James Mark Wailgum, son of Jennifer Ross & Kevin
Wailgum, was baptized at Second Church on July 24,
2005. James’ godparents are Vincent C. Ross III and
Donna Sylvester.

Birth: Sofia Amber Rosenzweig, was born on July 27,
2005, she weighed 7 Ibs. 1 oz. Congratulations to
parents, Dalal & Timothy Rosenzweig and to her big
brother, Luke. Also, best wishes to grandparents, Mona
& Ollie Akel!

COME SING WITH US!
SEPTEMBER IS
VOLUNTEER CHOIR MONTH

SUNDAY SEPT 11, 18 & 25
OUR CHORISTER MEMBERS OF OUR
CONGREGATION WILL PROVIDE ALL THE MUSIC FOR
our 10:30 Am SERVICES.

REHEARSALS WILL BE ON
THURSDAY SEPT 8, 15 AND 22 IN
BRUSH HALL ABOVE FLETCHER HALL
FROM 7:30 - 9:30 pMm.

WE WILL HAVE WARM-UPS BEFORE
EACH SUNDAY SERVICE AT 9:30 am.

ADULTS OF ALL VOCAL ABILITIES
ARE WELCOME!

WE PROMISE YOU WILL LEARN A LOT
FROM ALEXANDER ’
AND ENJOY THE SPIRITUAL,
SOCIAL AND MUSICAL EXPERIENGE!

AS A SPECIAL ADDED TREAT,
WE WikL SING
WITH THE ENTIRE
CEHANCEL CHOIR AT THE
QCT 2 SUNDAY SERVICE]

From the Music Director
Alexander Constantine

At the writing of this newsletter, I am preparing to go
on my trip to Europe for a few weeks. It's hard to
think about the fact that when I return we will be in
full swing again for our new season. Still, I am excited
about all the wonderful opportunities that I have to
look forward to within our church community and in
conjunction with our music program.

Our JFM and JFW choruses have done extremely well
in providing music for our services during the months
of September and June. Each time we get together it
seems that there is a new face that we get to enjoy and
a new voice to strengthen our sound. Ihope that any
of you who has been thinking about being a part of
this fun and vibrant group consider joining us this fall
for what we expect will be another great year of
fellowship, music and worship.

Our Chancel Choir will begin its new season on
September 29th, which will be our first rehearsal for
the fall. Joining us will be our JFM & JFW choruses
who will help us celebrate the choir’s return. Whata
joyful way to celebrate our new season!

Each September choir directors across the country
reach out once again to their parishioners encouraging
them to be a part of their church’s music program.

I join my colleagues in this invitation, as we are
always thrilled to welcome any members who love
to sing. I always enjoy making the invitation, but
because this is a ministry, I always allow each
potential member to make up his or her own mind
without any pressure. Itis important to give of your
own time freely as your gift to your church
community. Although, I have no jurisdiction over
the nice person sitting in front of you who always’
turns around and says, “My, what a lovely voice
you have! You should join the choir!” Thank you
Lord, for those people!




Thomas Lynch: "Life Lessons for the Passage"”

Come and join us on Wednesday, October 19th
at Second Congregational Church

Thomas Lynch, nationally recognized writer, funeral director
and author of The Undertaking, Life Lessons from the Dismal

Trade, and Booking Passage - We Irish and American and other

books and essays published in respected journals!

7:30 a.m.,
A program for writers and the general public.
A light breakfast will be served!
12:00 p.m.
A program for clergy and funeral directors.
A light lunch will be served!

7:30 p.m.,
A program for the general public

Sponsored by:
The First Presbyterian Church The Second Congregational Church
Knapp and Son Funeral Home, Greenwich, Connecticut

For more information and books, contact Second Church at 203.869.9311
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